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Synopsis

In almost half of all stepfamilies, each parent brings one or more children to a new marriage and
while other books give general information about wills, trusts, and taxes, many of them may not
apply to couples in second marriages. Estate Planning for Blended Families is the first book for
parents in second marriages who want to provide both for their current spouse and their children
from the current and prior marriages. Author Richard Barnes has years of experience guiding
couples through the process of setting goals, discussing competing priorities, and choosing
strategies and this book covers: Identifying goals and concerns Discussing matters with your
spouse Planning for all children involved Estate and gift taxes in a second marriage Choosing
executors and trustees Working with lawyers, financial planners and other experts And much more
Estate Planning for Blended Families will also provide sample estate plans as well as the latest

information regarding federal and state laws.
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Customer Reviews

a ceBlended families face unique challenges when they begin to plan their estates. Richard
Barnesa ™ straightforward exploration of many of these challenges makes it a must-read for
remarried couples.a ¢ - Jon J. Gallo, Co-Author, Silver Spoon Kids: How Successful Parents Raise
Responsible Children & ceA much-needed book that thoroughly covers a complex and emotional
topic with great sensitivity and clarity.a ¢ - Joseph H. Astrachan, Editor, Family Business Review and

Executive Director of the Cox Family Enterprise Center



Providing for Your Spouse & Children in a Second Marriage

This book was a godsend. | have read it cover to cover and dogeared the pages, taken notes,
written down questions to ask our attorney and more. | was in a fog about our wills and estate. This
easy-to-read and down-to-earth book is a MUST for any couple looking to plan the same if either of

them have been married before, regardless of their ages.

Terrific clear, simple, well-grounded and helpful book, based on the premise of being fair to
everyone (children from earlier marriages as well as new spouses) and expressing values and

family obligations in a viable estate plan.

Here’s an example of why ebooks get criticized: Unlike the paper book, this version contains helpful
forms in the appendix that AREN'T available in a pdf format. This would be a simple fix, but
apparently the editor/publisher wants you to buy both. Other ebooks I've bought have provided pdfs
of forms at the end. C’'mon, NOLO!

Great resource. This book was extremely helpful!

| am a practicing attorney and this book does not really give sufficient details to be of much use. It
provides a good start but do not expect all of your questions to be answered. Its a good start, but

falls short.

It was very basic. We already new a lot of what was in the book based on general reseaech we did.

It did not have anything substantial.

good

very helpful - provides many examples of different scenarios. This book will help you be prepared
when you meet the attorney not only with the documentation you need but also with helping you

determine what you want done with your estate.
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